
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E17 January 9, 2020 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2020 CON-
GRESS-BUNDESTAG/BUNDESRAT 
EXCHANGE 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, since 1983, 
the U.S. Congress House and Senate and the 
German Bundestag and Bundesrat have con-
ducted an annual exchange program for staff 
members from both countries. The program 
gives professional staff the opportunity to ob-
serve and learn about each other’s political in-
stitutions and interact on issues of mutual in-
terest. 

A staff delegation from the U.S. Congress 
will be selected to visit Germany from Friday, 
May 22–Sunday, May 31, 2020. During this 
exchange, the delegation will attend meetings 
with Bundestag/Bundesrat party staff mem-
bers, and representatives of numerous polit-
ical, business, academic and media agencies. 

A comparable delegation of German staff 
members will visit the United States from Sat-
urday, June 20–Sunday, June 27, 2020. They 
will attend similar meetings in Washington. 

The Congress-Bundestag/Bundesrat Ex-
change is highly regarded in Germany and the 
United States and is one of several exchange 
programs sponsored by public and private in-
stitutions in the United States and Germany to 
foster better understanding of the politics and 
policies of both countries. This exchange is 
funded by the U.S. Department of State’s Bu-
reau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 

The U.S. delegation should consist of expe-
rienced and accomplished Hill staff who can 
contribute to the success of the exchange on 
both sides of the Atlantic. The Bundestag re-
ciprocates by sending senior staff profes-
sionals to the United States. 

Applicants should have a demonstrable in-
terest in events in Europe. Applicants need 
not be working in the field of foreign affairs, al-
though such a background can be helpful. The 
composite U.S. delegation should exhibit a 
range of expertise in issues of mutual concern 
to the United States and Germany such as, 
but not limited to, trade, security, the environ-
ment, economic development, health care, 
and other social policy issues. This year’s del-
egation should be familiar with transatlantic re-
lations within the context of recent world 
events. 

Please note that there is a significant time 
commitment aspect for those selected for the 
program. In addition, U.S. participants are ex-
pected to plan and implement the meetings 
and programs for the Bundestag/Bundesrat 
staff members when they visit the United 
States. 

Members of the House and Senate who 
would like a member of their staff to apply for 
participation in this year’s program should di-
rect them to submit a resume and cover letter 
in which they state their qualifications, the 
contributions they can make to a successful 

program and some assurances of their ability 
to participate during the time stated. 

Applications should be sent to the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, HC–4, the Capitol, 
by 5 p.m. on Wednesday, February 26. Ques-
tions may be directed to Ms. Kate Knudson at 
202–226–1766. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO COACH 
MARK ROBERTS 

HON. JOE NEGUSE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. NEGUSE. Madam Speaker, as a source 
of inspiration and drive for every student who 
walks onto his track, Colorado’s Lyons High 
School Head Cross Country Coach Mark Rob-
erts is a prime example of the kind of coach 
we all hope our children have. I am so proud 
that his many years of tireless work at Lyons 
High is being honored by his induction into the 
Colorado High School Coaches Association 
Hall of Fame this March. 

Raised in Colorado and a runner himself 
since high school, Coach Roberts is well-re-
nowned throughout Colorado’s running com-
munity and has expertly coached countless 
track and field students to victory. During 
Coach Roberts tenure, the Lyons boys and 
girls cross country and track and field teams 
won a combined 18 state championships and 
were runners-up an equal number of times. In 
2013 alone, the Lyons High boys runners 
placed first, second and third to record the 
only perfect team score in state history. This 
past fall, Lyons also won every possible cham-
pionship—boys and girls individual titles, as 
well as boys and girls team titles—joining just 
one other school as the first to do so since 
1995. 

In addition to his clear talent for coaching 
students to victory, Coach Roberts has also 
been the meet director for the St. Vrain Invita-
tional track and St. Vrain Invitational cross 
country meets. These are two of the largest 
meets in Colorado and Coach Roberts has 
added innovative and exciting components to 
them, to not only inspire the participating ath-
letes, but also to ensure these events are en-
gaging for families and, truly, our entire com-
munity. 

Coach Roberts is clearly an irreplaceable 
asset to the running and sports communities 
throughout Colorado and to every student ath-
lete he serves, and his induction into the Colo-
rado High School Coaches Association Hall of 
Fame is very well earned. Colorado’s 2nd 
Congressional District and our entire state 
send our congratulations to Couch Roberts 
and wish him and the Lyons team continued 
victory on the field. 

HONORING THE 112TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA 
SORORITY 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
tribute to Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the old-
est Greek-letter organization established by 
African American college-educated women in 
the United States, on its one hundred twelfth 
anniversary. 

Founded in 1908 on the campus of Howard 
University in Washington, D.C., Alpha Kappa 
Alpha’s sisterhood has grown to more than 
one thousand chapters worldwide with more 
than seventy-five thousand members strong. 
Michigan alone is home to more than thirty 
chapters, several of which serve the Wayne 
County and metropolitan Detroit regions. 
Alpha Kappa Alpha was founded with a goal 
of bringing like-minded women together to up-
lift each other, using their bond, strengths, and 
passions to benefit others. This sisterhood has 
created a vast network of sisters in service 
who work on countless community projects 
each year. The sisters of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
have focused their efforts to uplift the most 
vulnerable and impoverished individuals and 
advancing human and civil rights everywhere. 

Please join me in recognizing Alpha Kappa 
Alpha on this outstanding milestone as we 
wish them many more years to come. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SCHOOLS IN 
CALIFORNIA’S 39TH DISTRICT SE-
LECTED AS 2020 CALIFORNIA DIS-
TINGUISHED SCHOOLS 

HON. GILBERT RAY CISNEROS, JR. 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. CISNEROS. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to honor and con-
gratulate ten elementary schools in California’s 
39th District for their selection as 2020 Cali-
fornia Distinguished Schools. The California 
Distinguished Schools Program is a compo-
nent of the California School Recognition Pro-
gram and serves to recognize schools that 
demonstrate outstanding education programs 
and practices. Schools awarded with this dis-
tinction hold the Distinguished School title for 
two years. This year, eligible elementary 
schools in the State of California were identi-
fied through a multiple measures account-
ability system that examines performance and 
progress on state indicators specified on the 
California School Dashboard. Schools were 
identified and selected within two distinct cat-
egories: Closing the Achievement Gap and 
Exceptional Student Performance. 

Elementary schools in California’s 39th Dis-
trict awarded this distinction include: Acacia 
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Elementary School (Fullerton School District), 
Blandford Elementary School (Rowland Uni-
fied School District), Buena Terra Elementary 
School (Centralia Elementary School District), 
George B. Miller Elementary School (Centralia 
Elementary School District), Golden Elemen-
tary School (Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified 
School District), Killian Elementary School 
(Rowland Unified School District), Laguna 
Road Elementary School (Fullerton School 
District), Mesa Robles School (Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District), Robert C. 
Fisler School (Fullerton School District), and 
Wedgeworth Elementary School (Hacienda La 
Puente Unified School District). 

As California Distinguished Schools, these 
institutions set the standard for an immersive 
educational climate bound by a student-driven 
learning philosophy. Exceptional student 
achievement in each school is a testament to 
the efforts made by educators to realign peda-
gogical practices to allow for student em-
powerment and engagement. This relies on a 
comprehensive platform that supplements the 
breadth of academic rigor with collaboration 
and social support. Through programs ranging 
from dual immersion to positive behavior inter-
vention, these schools reconcile differences in 
theory and praxis to close achievement gaps 
and instill traits vital to academic success. 
What results is a seamless integration be-
tween teacher guidance and student participa-
tion. It is this attunement to the holistic well- 
being of each student that sets Distinguished 
Schools apart. 

As a strong believer in education and its 
life-changing advantages, there is nothing 
more pleasing than knowing that the commu-
nity I serve is paving a brighter road for the 
academic future of California’s youth. I am 
proud of the tireless efforts made by parents, 
teachers, administrators, and staff to advance 
a scholastic agenda that rewards integrated 
educational experiences. Madam Speaker, I 
ask that you and my honorable colleagues join 
me in congratulating these ten California Dis-
tinguished Schools for this tremendous 
achievement in the world of education. I am 
wholeheartedly assured in their ability to guide 
and leave a lasting impact on the students of 
California’s 39th District. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
(LTC) RYAN NENANBER 

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and honor 
Lieutenant Colonel (LTC) Ryan Nenanber for 
his retirement from the United States Army 
after over 20 years of service. 

LTC Nenanber’s record of service with the 
U.S. Army is truly outstanding. He began his 
career in 2000 when he was stationed in Ft. 
Wainwright, Alaska and served as an Anti- 
Tank Platoon Leader, Rifle Platoon Leader, 
Company Executive Officer, and Battalion As-
sistant Operations Officer. LTC Nenanber then 
served as a Special Forces Operational De-
tachment ALPHA Commander and an Ad-
vanced Operational Base Executive Officer in 
Fort Lewis, Washington. He spent time teach-
ing our next generation of servicemembers at 

the U.S. Military Academy, and then was as-
signed to the U.S. Army North as a Strategic 
Intelligence Officer. LTC Nenanber has been 
deployed to Iraq, Afghanistan, and multiple lo-
cations in Asia. Currently, LTC Nenanber is 
the Chief of the Functional Training Branch at 
the United States Army Intelligence Center of 
Excellence. 

I want to specifically recognize LTC 
Nenanber’s leadership when he commanded 
an Operational Detachment ALPHA team that 
captured the leaders of an Al-Qaeda affiliated 
cell north of Baghdad, Iraq that used young 
boys as suicide bombers. Through their brave 
actions, LTC Nenanber and his team saved 
countless young boys—many thought to be or-
phans—from certain death, and prevented the 
execution of many disastrous suicide bomb-
ings. 

Originally from Belle Fourche, LTC 
Nenanber is a native South Dakotan and I am 
proud to have such an exceptional service-
member call South Dakota home. Our state 
and country are better because of citizens like 
him. I thank LTC Nenanber and his family for 
their tremendous sacrifice, and I extend my 
deepest congratulations for his retirement. 

f 

COMMEMORATING JOE BURROW 
WINNING THE 2019 HEISMAN ME-
MORIAL TROPHY 

HON. STEVE SCALISE 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. SCALISE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Louisiana State University’s 
quarterback, Joe Burrow, for winning the 
Heisman Memorial Trophy. As the most pres-
tigious award in college football, this honor is 
afforded to the most outstanding player who 
has exhibited excellence and integrity both on 
and off the field. Through hard work and dedi-
cation, Joe has exemplified these qualities, 
and there is no other college athlete more de-
serving of this award. 

On December 14, 2019, Joe became the 
first LSU player since Billy Cannon to win the 
Heisman, shattering previous voting records 
and receiving the highest percentage of first 
place votes. Breaking national and SEC 
records, Joe passed for 4,715 yards and 48 
touchdowns during the regular season, com-
pleting a college football record 77.9 percent 
of his passes. Joe’s historic season led LSU 
to its first SEC Championship since 2011 and 
a berth in the College Football Playoff. 

Originally from Athens, Ohio, Joe Burrow 
was given the opportunity to play football at 
LSU by head coach Ed Orgeron. Seizing this 
opportunity, Joe transformed the LSU offense 
and overall attitude of the team. His leadership 
on and off the field has made Louisiana proud, 
and we are forever grateful for his time at 
LSU. On behalf of Tiger fans in Louisiana and 
across the nation, and as a proud LSU alum-
nus, I again congratulate Joe on winning the 
Heisman Trophy, and officially recognize him 
as an adopted Louisianan. Geaux Tigers. 

IOWAN OF THE WEEK—DR. MIKE 
WELLS 

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Dr. Mike Wells, Superintendent 
for the Hamburg Community School District for 
his effort to create a unique and engaging 
learning environment for K–8 students in the 
Hamburg Makerspace Program. 

The Makerspace Program and Farm School 
serving elementary and middle school stu-
dents in Hamburg, IA has been a major hit 
with both students and community members. 
Students have the opportunity to experience 
immersive learning environments where they 
gain hands on experience in a number of 
areas including: embroidery, wood working, 
culinary arts, screen printing, video game de-
sign with virtual reality, book making and so 
many other amazing programs each Friday for 
nine weeks. 

I had the opportunity to see these students 
at work, building a house for a family in their 
community that was hit by devastating flooding 
in the Spring of 2019. The plan is for a new 
home to be built each year moving forward 
and sold to a local family at a below market 
rate. Dr. Wells brings an amazing learning op-
portunity for his students and is using it to lift 
up our community. 

Dr. Wells has created an expectation in 
Hamburg Community Schools where students 
lead projects and obtain valuable, hands on 
experience. This includes The Farm School, 
started up in 2016, which is an effort to intro-
duce hands on, agricultural education experi-
ences through a functioning small farm on 
school property. This endeavor includes a gar-
den, green house, poultry, and livestock. The 
students supply the local food pantry fresh 
produce and eggs year-round. Dr. Wells has 
made the school the center of the community 
and is a source of pride and learning for all 
residents of Hamburg, IA. 

It is an honor to commemorate the out-
standing achievement of Dr. Wells and his 
staff in the Hamburg Community School Dis-
trict. I have great respect and admiration for 
our educators and am particularly thankful for 
the strong foundation they are giving our kids. 
As the mother of two boys, I know that a qual-
ity education is crucial to success. I hope the 
well-rounded training and techniques they 
found successful in the classroom becomes a 
model for other districts and the country as a 
whole. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
IVERY DWIGHT CLIFTON 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Dr. Ivery Dwight 
Clifton of Winterville, Georgia, who passed 
away on January 1, 2020. 

Dr. Clifton was born on April 6, 1943, in Oli-
ver, Georgia, to B.J. Clifton and Rosetta Ben-
jamin Clifton. From the beginning, farming was 
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in his blood. His parents, once sharecroppers, 
eventually became landowners and young 
Ivery passionately loved their South Georgia 
homestead. This reverence for the land and 
his parents’ hard work inspired Dr. Clifton’s 
dedication to agricultural-based research, 
teaching and administration. 

Dr. Clifton graduated from William James 
High School in 1961. Although his father relied 
on him to work the farm, his mother encour-
aged and supported his pursuit of higher edu-
cation. He enrolled in Tuskegee Institute (Uni-
versity), receiving a B.S. in Agricultural Edu-
cation in 1965 and an M.S. in Agricultural Eco-
nomics in 1967. While at Tuskegee, he was 
active in the R.O.T.C., the yearbook staff, the 
military honor society (Scabbard and Blade) 
and worked as a dorm counselor to support 
his education. He met the love of his life, Pa-
tricia Ann Davis, during college. They wed on 
May 28, 1967, at the Tuskegee Chapel, a 
beautiful start to their 52-year marriage. 

Ivery and Pat’s blissful beginnings were 
abruptly interrupted when he answered the 
call to serve his country in the Army as a Lieu-
tenant during the Vietnam War. Leaving his 
first job as an agricultural economist with the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, he served as an 
advisor to the South Vietnamese Army, super-
vised tactical logistics and served as a Quar-
termaster. The intensity of his battle experi-
ences forever shaped his commitment to civic 
duty. 

After his service in Vietnam, he was em-
ployed by the United States Department of 
Agriculture in Washington, D.C. There, he and 
his wife welcomed their first-born daughter, 
Kalisa Nicole. Subsequently, the family moved 
to Champaign, Illinois, where he earned a 
Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics in 1976 from 
the University of Illinois. 

Dr. Clifton returned to Georgia, accepting an 
appointment as an Assistant Professor of Nat-
ural Resource Economics at the University of 
Georgia in Athens in 1976. He advanced 
through department, college, and university 
level positions. Notably, Dr. Clifton was the 
University of Georgia’s first African American 
Dean. He led the College of Agricultural and 
Environmental Services and his unique leader-
ship skills resulted in an assignment to the 
Presidential Office as Associate Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs. As his career pro-
gressed, the Cliftons were blessed with a sec-
ond daughter, Kelli Rochelle. 

An advocate for diversity, Dr. Clifton served 
as graduate advisor to students from across 
the globe. He also championed the Young 
Scholars Program to develop a pipeline of mi-
nority students interested in the field of agri-
culture. Students described Dr. Clifton as a 
superb teacher. They noted his systematic use 
of hands-on experiments, along with excellent 
lectures and handouts to make the learning of 
difficult topics easy through his caring person-
ality, effective communication skills and will-
ingness to help individual students succeed 
whenever necessary. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Clifton made sig-
nificant contributions to the profession of agri-
cultural economics, especially farm production 
and natural resource economics. Published 
extensively, his innovative expertise in eco-
nomic modeling has benefited research lit-
erature and the scientific community around 
the world. His major contributions have ad-
vanced state-of-the-art knowledge in under-
standing the policy implications of controlling 

non-point pollution and pricing of farm real es-
tate. His work in developing hedonic pricing 
functions for farmland has been used to en-
hance understanding of the operation of real 
estate markets in the United States, Australia, 
and Ireland. 

Dr. Clifton retired as a Lieutenant Colonel 
from the U.S. Army Reserves after 27 years of 
service. After nearly 30 years at the University 
of Georgia, Dr. Clifton retired in 2003, as Pro-
fessor Emeritus from the College of Agricul-
tural and Environmental Sciences. 

Dr. Clifton was also a dedicated community 
servant leader. As a 43-year member of the 
First A.M.E. Church, he served on the Board 
of Trustees, taught bible study and led the 
Men’s Fellowship. He was a member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Incorporated and was a 
Charter Member of the Delta Psi Chapter of 
Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated (The 
Boule’). He was inducted into Leadership 
Georgia and Gridiron. His service with organi-
zations such as Rotary, The Trust for Public 
Land, and countless local civic roles cemented 
friendships that he cherished. Recently, he 
‘‘unretired,’’ sat for an exam and was ap-
pointed as a tax assessor by the Mayor and 
Commission of Athens-Clarke County Govern-
ment. In 2016, The University of Illinois pre-
sented Dr. Clifton with the Alumni Award of 
Merit, given annually to graduates who have 
made significant contributions to their chosen 
profession. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Clifton’s life was de-
fined by his service to his family, to our coun-
try, and to our community. He will be forever 
remembered as a husband, a father, a grand-
father, a veteran, an educator, an adminis-
trator, a selfless servant, and a great friend. 

My wife, Alfredia, and I offer our deepest 
and heartfelt condolences to the Clifton family. 
We also lift up the family and friends of Ivery 
Clifton in our prayers. 

f 

LUCINDA AVRAM 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Lucinda (Cindy) Avram, 
who recently passed away. She was a great 
Coloradan, wife, mother and grandmother. 

Cindy was born in Honolulu, Hawaii and at-
tended the University of Colorado, Boulder 
where she received a Bachelor of Science in 
1969. She was a proud resident of Colorado 
and Adams County where she dedicated more 
than 30 years serving her community as a 
medical technician. As a lifelong Democrat 
she had a passion for politics and was very 
active in her party. Cindy loved her family 
dearly, she often spoke of them fondly to ev-
eryone she met. 

I got to know Cindy through politics over the 
years. We spent countless hours working to-
gether for our shared values. It was because 
of her hard work and dedication she was 
awarded the 2010 Volunteer Democrat of the 
Year Award from the Colorado Democratic 
Party. 

Cindy’s vibrance and good work in our com-
munity will never be forgotten. Her passion, 
good nature and sense of humor was a true 
delight. On behalf of the people of the 7th 

Congressional District, I honor Lucinda (Cindy) 
Avram for a life well-lived and extend my 
deepest appreciation for her contribution to 
our community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to cast roll call votes on November 20, 2019 
and on November 21, 2019. Had I been 
present, I would have cast the following votes: 
on roll call 632, I would have voted Aye; on 
roll call 633, I would have voted Aye; on roll 
call 634, I would have voted Aye; on roll call 
635, I would have voted Aye; on roll call 636, 
I would have voted Aye; on roll call 637, I 
would have voted No; on roll call 638, I would 
have voted Aye; on roll call 639, I would have 
voted Aye; on roll call 640, I would have voted 
Aye; on roll call 641, I would have voted Aye; 
and on roll call 642, I would have voted Aye. 

f 

HONORING HODARI P.T. BROWN 

HON. RASHIDA TLAIB 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Ms. TLAIB. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the fine example of Hodari P.T. 
Brown, a resident of Redford Township, Michi-
gan. 

Mr. Brown is an active and engaged mem-
ber of the community. Born and raised in De-
troit, Michigan, he graduated from Detroit Pub-
lic Schools before going on to earn his Bach-
elor of Science, Master of Business Adminis-
tration, and Doctorate of Management de-
grees. Further, Mr. Brown is a proud military 
veteran. 

He currently serves as Public Affairs Spe-
cialist for the U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion Michigan District Office, where he helps 
entrepreneurs grow their businesses with valu-
able resources and exposure. His dynamic ca-
reer spans more than 15 years of excellence 
in leadership, customer service, project man-
agement, program management, public affairs 
and talent acquisition. Throughout his career, 
he has managed projects throughout key mile-
stones for critical strategic initiatives and has 
helped bridge lines of communication between 
diverse groups and organizations. 

Mr. Brown has earned numerous accolades 
for his hard work and leadership. He currently 
sits and holds offices with various advisory 
boards, committees and organizations such as 
the United State Taxpayer Advocacy Panel 
(TAP), First Independence Bank Millennial Ad-
visory Board, President of Detroit Tennessee 
State University Alumni Association Founda-
tion, Co-Campaign Chair of the National Busi-
ness League Inc. Detroit Chapter, Board 
Member of BUF Connect of Michigan, and the 
co-founder/creator of the Young Millennium 
Power Hour, which is a forum for Young En-
trepreneurs to get information about how to 
start, grow and expand a small business. 

Please join me in celebrating Mr. Hodari 
P.T. Brown’s fine example. 
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CONGRATULATING WHITEHAVEN 

HIGH SCHOOL MATH TEACHER 
NATHAN KIRSCH 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Whitehaven High School math 
teacher Nathan Kirsch for winning the Milken 
Educator Award and its $25,000 honorarium. 

Mr. Kirsch was surprised with the award at 
a school assembly Wednesday morning where 
the entire student body applauded him for 
being the only teacher in Tennessee to re-
ceive the national distinction which some have 
called ‘‘the Oscar Award for teaching.’’ In ac-
cepting the award, Mr. Kirsch called it one ‘‘for 
all of my students,’’ past, current and future. 
The Whitehaven High School community is 
rightly proud of this accomplishment. 

It is very encouraging that a program known 
as a powerhouse in athletics is also being rec-
ognized for its excellence in academics. Mr. 
Kirsch embodies both traditions as the coach 
of the school’s cross-country and track teams 
and for being credited for raising the school’s 
AP Calculus scores. 

I also commend Whitehaven High School 
Principal Vincent Hunter for recognizing the 
importance of providing excellent educational 
opportunities across the board. The Milken 
Award is given to 40 early- and mid-career 
teachers across the country, often jump-start-
ing careers while inspiring educators and their 
communities. 

I congratulate Mr. Kirsch and all the 
Whitehaven Tigers on this exceptional 
achievement. 

f 

HONORING MR. ALEX RICHARDSON 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. HASTINGS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mr. Alex Richardson who re-
cently graduated from college with a degree in 
Criminal Justice. Immediately following grad-
uation, Alex was hired by the City of Sunrise 
Police Department and sent to the police 
academy. On December 9, 2019, he was 
pinned in a ceremony at the Sunrise police 
headquarters and is currently undergoing po-
lice training in his community. 

Alex is known for beating the odds. He grew 
up without a father and lost his mother to can-
cer at age four. One of five children, he and 
his siblings were adopted by Mr. Patrick 
Hosler, Jr., who mentored him throughout his 
childhood. Alex played YFL football for his 
city, and he now coaches other young men 
and women in four sports. I am delighted that 
this fine young man lives in my Congressional 
district. I am confident that he will succeed be-
yond all expectations at whatever endeavor he 
chooses to pursue. I wish him all the very best 
and thank him for his service to our commu-
nity. 

RECOGNIZING JULIUS (‘‘JULIE’’) P. 
KNAPP 

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, as we con-
sider this critical 5G security and supply chain 
legislation before us, on behalf of Ranking 
Member WALDEN, Subcommittee on Commu-
nications and Technology Chairman DOYLE, 
and Subcommittee Ranking Member LATTA, I 
would like to commend Julius (‘‘Julie’’) P. 
Knapp for the wonderful contributions to civil 
service he has made over his 45 year career. 

Mr. Knapp recently retired from his position 
as the Federal Communications Commission’s 
(FCC) Chief of the Office of Engineering and 
Technology. He is well known in our Com-
mittee because he has testified before us so 
many times over the years. We could always 
rely on his technically precise and straight-for-
ward testimony. Mr. Knapp is an internation-
ally-recognized expert who is known for his 
pragmatic and fair approach, and his ability to 
explain, in plain language, engineering issues 
to policymakers on all sides of an issue. 

Julie Knapp’s career ran in tandem with the 
growth of the American communications in-
dustry. In many ways, it was a symbiotic rela-
tionship. He graduated from high school in 
New Hyde, New York, in 1969, and received 
his engineering degree from the City College 
of New York in 1974. Less than a month later, 
he joined the FCC. At 22 years old, he started 
out certifying radio frequency devices. He then 
rose through the ranks to become Chief of the 
FCC laboratory, then Chief of the Policy and 
Rules Division for the Office and Engineering 
and Technology (OET), and finally Chief of 
OET, where he has served with extraordinary 
distinction since 2006. 

It goes without saying that Julie Knapp 
could have taken the extraordinary skills he 
perfected at the FCC to Silicon Valley or to 
one of the trade associations where his work 
is so well regarded and appreciated. Instead, 
he chose to serve the United States through 
multiple administrations as a public servant, 
and his longtime contributions will make a 
positive difference for generations to come. 

It’s not surprising that Mr. Knapp’s out-
standing work has brought him numerous 
awards and accolades within the government 
and in the engineering community. In 2012, he 
received one of the highest honors for a civil 
servant, the Presidential Distinguished Rank 
Award. He also received the FCC’s Gold and 
Silver awards and the Eugene C. Bowler 
award for exceptional professionalism and 
dedication to public service. 

Here in Congress, we have been the fortu-
nate beneficiaries of that dedication to public 
service. He has briefed generations of Mem-
bers and congressional staffers on the intrica-
cies of how spectrum works and why we need 
to harness it with careful consideration. He 
has provided significant and substantial input 
on all of the spectrum legislation passed by 
Congress in recent memory. 

Mr. Knapp helped usher in the modern age 
of communications. He played an instrumental 
role in helping us make spectrum available to 
fuel our nation’s economic and innovative 
growth. If you are accessing a mobile device 
right now, using WiFi or buying the latest wire-

less gadget, you are likely benefiting from 
Julie Knapp’s work. 

Julie Knapp epitomizes the non-partisan 
ideal of a public servant. As the leaders of the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee, we 
are grateful for his invaluable longtime service 
to our nation, and extend our sincerest thanks 
to him for dedicating his life to building Amer-
ica’s communications systems. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to cast roll call votes on December 12, 2019 
and on December 17, 2019. Had I been 
present, I would have cast the following votes: 
on roll call 689, I would have voted Aye; on 
roll call 688, I would have voted Aye; on roll 
call 682, I would have voted Aye; on roll call 
680, I would have voted Aye; on roll call 679, 
I would have voted Aye; on roll call 678, I 
would have voted Aye; on roll call 677, I would 
have voted Aye; and on roll call 676, I would 
have voted Nay. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE AND 
CAREER OF JIM WEILL 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jim Weill, a dedicated advo-
cate who has spent his 50-year career stand-
ing up for what’s right, and fighting to end pov-
erty and promote social justice in this country. 

As President of the Food Research & Action 
Center, also known as FRAC, Jim spent the 
last 22 years as a vital partner in the fight to 
eliminate hunger—my long-time priority here in 
Congress. 

During this time, he has worked hard to ex-
pand programs that are essential to reducing 
hunger for so many, including SNAP, school 
lunch and breakfast, after school and summer 
food programs, child care food, and WIC. He’s 
also been a champion of poverty reduction 
measures like the refundable Child Tax Credit. 

Madam Speaker, Jim’s commitment to end-
ing the epidemic of hunger in this country can-
not be understated, and is exemplified by his 
tireless efforts to strengthen the coalition to 
end it. He not only helped bolster FRAC’s net-
work of state and local partners, but he’s also 
launched and nurtured strong new anti-hunger 
advocacy groups, including in Maryland and 
the District of Columbia—bringing more allies 
into this important fight. 

His lifetime of advocacy has led him to other 
prominent roles as well. Early in his career, 
Jim served as counsel at the Legal Assistance 
Foundation of Chicago as the Director of Fed-
eral Litigation and Social Impact Projects, 
where he worked on over 100 federal class 
action and impact cases. This important work 
helped protect people on Social Security, 
Medicaid, AFDC, Food Stamps, and other 
public benefits. He also worked to improve our 
immigration system and combat discrimination 
against racial minorities and women. 
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As if all that weren’t enough, Jim spent 16 

years as Program Director and General Coun-
sel at the Children’s Defense Fund, where he 
helped safeguard and expand essential pro-
grams promoting youth health and well-being. 
Jim played a leading role in the fight to ex-
pand Medicaid and made major contributions 
to the enactment of several programs to pro-
mote youth health like the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program. His leadership on chil-
dren’s rights helped spur child support en-
forcement reforms as well as the expansion of 
federal fair housing laws to include families 
with children. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress and all the people in whose 
lives Jim has made a positive difference, it is 
my great privilege and honor to thank and rec-
ognize Jim Weill for his tireless efforts to cre-
ate a more just and equitable world. I’m truly 
grateful to call him a friend. 

f 

HONORING THE SIOUX FALLS VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS (VA) HEALTH 
CARE SYSTEM 

HON. DUSTY JOHNSON 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and honor 
the Sioux Falls Veterans Affairs (VA) Health 
Care System for achieving a Pathway Des-
ignation from the American Nurses 
Credentialing Center. 

The Pathway Designation is a global cre-
dential awarded to health care organizations 
that demonstrate an outstanding commitment 
to a healthy work environment that empowers 
and engages nurses. Investing in a positive, 
state-of-the-art workplace for nurses can lead 
to a greater culture of excellence for the entire 
health care facility. This has been clearly dem-
onstrated and recognized in Sioux Falls. 
Therefore, this designation is a win not only 
for the Sioux Falls VA, but also for the greater 
veteran community they serve. 

This award is a significant honor for the 
Sioux Falls VA Health Care System, validating 
their commitment to sustained excellence, pro-
fessionalism, and dedication from the nursing 
staff and their patients. I commend the nurses 
of this organization for their outstanding record 
of service, care, and hard work. I extend my 
deepest congratulations to the Sioux Falls Vet-
erans Affairs Health Care System for this des-
ignation. 

f 

HONORING MAYOR JOE WELLMAN 

HON. LARRY BUCSHON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. BUCSHON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career of Mayor Joe 
Wellman upon his retirement. In 1983, Mayor 
Wellman began his career at People’s Na-
tional Bank in Washington, Indiana. He later 
became the CEO at Peoples National Bank 
and served on the bank’s board of directors. 
Once Peoples National Bank merged with 
German American Bank, Joe continued his 

work there before retiring in 2008. After his re-
tirement, Joe spent time as a consultant and 
served one year with the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation before being elected as 
Mayor of Washington in 2011. 

Mayor Wellman has been affiliated with 
many community development organizations, 
including the Daviess County Community 
Foundation, Daviess County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, Community Foundation 
Alliance, Accelerating Indiana Municipalities, 
Indiana Bankers Association, Radius Indiana, 
and Rotary, among many others. 

It has been a pleasure to work with Mayor 
Wellman while he led Washington through the 
development of I–69 and many other projects 
that have increased economic development in 
the community. I wish Mayor Wellman and his 
wife, Elaine, the best in retirement as they get 
to spend more time with their three daugh-
ters—Brenda, Angie and Lindsay—and their 7 
grandchildren. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. 
DORCAS R. HARDY 

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of the service of Mrs. Dor-
cas R. Hardy who passed away Thursday, No-
vember 28, 2019. She selflessly served her 
community through her dedicated work in 
health services and passionately advocated 
the need for more financial security education 
for the public. Moreover, she served her coun-
try as the first woman commissioner of the So-
cial Security Administration in 1986. Her life 
was an example of dedication, toughness, 
love, and service from which all of us would 
be wise to learn. 

Dorcas was born in Newark, New Jersey on 
July 18, 1946. In 1968, she completed her 
bachelor’s degree at Connecticut College and 
subsequently obtained her Master of Business 
Administration degree in 1976 from 
Pepperdine University. As a natural-born lead-
er, she headed the Health Services Industry 
Committee, Cost of Living Council from 1971 
to 1973 and eventually was appointed to com-
missioner of the Social Security Administration 
in 1986 by then-president Ronald Reagan. 
Later, she continued to help the community by 
running a consulting firm and becoming a pas-
sionate advocate. 

In 1996, she married Dr. Samuel Spagnolo 
and is survived by him and her three step-
sons, along with their four grandchildren. Dor-
cas was a model for all of us not only in her 
work, but in her personal life. 

Madam Speaker, I ask you to join me in 
honoring Mrs. Hardy and in thanking Dorcas 
Hardy’s family for their incredible sacrifices, 
devotion, and service to our nation; words 
cannot express our gratitude. On behalf of 
America’s First District, we say thank you. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF KENNETH 
KAZUTO TAKEUCHI 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Mr. Ken Takeuchi, 
who passed away on December 8, 2019. Ken 
was the beloved voice of the Central Valley’s 
auto racing circuit for over 60 years. 

Kenneth Kazuto Takeuchi was born on Jan-
uary 27, 1927 in Fresno, California. During 
World War II, Ken and his family were ordered 
into internment camps in Jerome, Arkansas. 
Shortly after, Ken and his five brothers were 
drafted into the military and served their coun-
try during the war. Eventually, the family re-
turned to Fresno and their farm. After his mili-
tary service, Ken worked for the Fresno Coun-
ty Parks Department, before taking a different 
course in life. 

Ken was best known as a speedway an-
nouncer and organizer of races throughout the 
Central Valley. He got his start in the 1950s at 
the Selma Speedway. His voice graced auto 
races throughout the state for more than 60 
years. Ken was so well known, he was in-
ducted into numerous halls of fame, including 
in 1995 the San Jose’s Speedway Hall of 
Fame, the West Coast Stock Car Hall of Fame 
in 2017, and the Clovis Hall of Fame in 2019. 

Ken was also a competitive runner. His pas-
sion for running flourished in different ave-
nues. He was the founder of the Valley Run-
ner of the Year series and the Pro Race 
Group in Fresno. His goal was always for peo-
ple to come together through running and 
walking for good causes. In the 1980s, he 
began directing races. Ken also helped found 
the Shinzen Run, which supported the 
Shinzen Japanese Friendship Garden in Fres-
no, a cause that was deeply important to Ken 
and the community. In his later years, he 
worked with Special Olympics and appreciated 
his friendships with athletes of all ages. 

He is survived by his daughter, Cindy 
Campbell and her husband Duane; brother 
Leo Takeuchi; sister Erma Aoki; three grand-
children, Lindsay, Chelsea, and Ashley Camp-
bell, and his great grandchild, Melody 
Haussmann. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Mr. Ken Takeuchi. 
His commitment and dedication to the Central 
Valley sporting community left an impact on 
many. We join his family and friends in hon-
oring his great life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN LEWIS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. LEWIS. Madam Speaker, I was unable 
to cast roll call votes from January 7 to 9, 
2020. Had I been present, I would have cast 
the following votes: on roll call 1, I would have 
voted Present; on roll call 2, I would have 
voted Aye; on roll call 3, I would have voted 
Aye; on roll call 4, I would have voted Aye; on 
roll call 5, I would have voted Aye; and on roll 
call 6, I would have voted Aye. 
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CONGRATULATING DAISY PAEZ ON 

HER RETIREMENT 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Daisy Paez on the occa-
sion of her retirement from the Educational Al-
liance after 30 years of dedication and service. 
The Educational Alliance is a non-profit orga-
nization established in 1889 serving thousands 
of Lower East Side residents and New York-
ers. 

A life-long resident of the Lower East Side, 
Daisy’s first interaction with the Educational 
Alliance (EA) was more than three decades 
ago when she enrolled her children in the 
early childhood program. Recognizing that a 
parent is a child’s primary teacher, Daisy 
bravely registered for adult classes. She was 
encouraged to push herself beyond her cir-
cumstances to achieve greater opportunities 
for herself and her children. With the support 
of the Educational Alliance, Daisy proudly 
earned her high school diploma. This achieve-
ment empowered her to apply for an employ-
ment opportunity at the Education Alliance 
which hired her. She then furthered her edu-
cation by taking college classes. These ac-
complishments emboldened her desire for 
community service and the betterment of her 
neighborhood. The Education Alliance pro-
vided an opportunity to develop her skills, 
leadership and helped her build a pathway for 
economic security for the past 30 years. 

Daisy is an amazing role model for women 
and single parents. She is a strong and effec-
tive community advocate. In her capacity on 
numerous local boards, she has championed 
issues from demanding enhanced transpor-
tation services for seniors, to fighting for in-
crease funding for youth programs and more 
access to park space. 

Today, Daisy is an elected community rep-
resentative, currently serving as District Lead-
er for NYS’s 65th Assembly District, Part B. 
She is also a member of the 7th Precinct 
Community Council and a graduate of the 
NYC Police Department’s Citizens Police 
Academy and the FBI’s Citizens’ Academy. 
She works closely with government leaders on 
behalf of her constituents. 

Daisy’s commitment and dedication to her 
community is immeasurable. She has made a 
remarkable impression at work and in the 
community through her public service. I know 
her colleagues and members of the Edu-
cational Alliance will deeply miss her guid-
ance, smile and energy. 

I congratulate Daisy Paez on her retirement 
and wish her the very best to her and her fam-
ily as she enters the next phase of her life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mrs. TORRES of California. Madam Speak-
er, as the mother of an air force veteran, my 

heart goes out to every military family right 
now living on pins and needles over what 
President Trump set in motion. We still don’t 
know what threat was so dire that President 
Trump needed to risk a conflict with Iran to kill 
their second-most powerful leader. What we 
do know is American lives are our nation’s 
most precious treasure, and this president 
cannot be trusted to keep us safe. I was un-
avoidably detained during the vote and regret 
that I was not able to cast my vote tonight, but 
I wholeheartedly support the War Powers Act 
(H. Con. Res. 83) and would have voted in 
favor of it as reflected in my YEA vote and 
testimony in the Rules Committee the day 
prior. 

Had I been present, I would have voted: 
YEA on Roll Call No. 7. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF CHESTER 
B. PIATKOWSKI 

HON. JOHN KATKO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. KATKO. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Chester B. Piatkowski, who 
passed away on December 27, 2019, at the 
age of 96. A veteran and devoted public serv-
ant, Chester Piatkowski will be dearly missed 
by his family and community. 

After graduating from Vocational School in 
Verona, NY, Chester Piatkowski enlisted in the 
United States Navy, proudly serving his coun-
try in World War II. During the war, he was 
stationed in England, working as an Aviation 
Petty Officer 2nd Class, repairing PBY planes. 
After the war, Chester Piatkowski served as a 
Police Officer with the City of Syracuse, even-
tually rising to the rank of Sergeant. A pro-
ficient marksman, Chester Piatkowski oversaw 
firearms training for the Syracuse Police De-
partment, and competed in police pistol com-
petitions across New York State, winning sev-
eral first-place trophies. 

Throughout Chester Piatkowski’s life, he re-
mained very proud of his American and Polish 
heritage. He was active in the Polish American 
Legion Post 14, Seniors at the Syracuse Pol-
ish Home, and enjoyed taking Polish language 
classes. Additionally, he was a member of the 
American Legion Post 113, the Police Retirees 
Association, and the Holy Name society at the 
Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
in the House join me in honoring the life of 
Chester B. Piatkowski. A veteran and devoted 
public servant, Chester Piatkowski’s legacy 
will always be remembered and cherished. I 
encourage my colleagues to keep his family in 
their prayers during this truly difficult time. 

f 

THE U.S.-INDIA ALLIANCE 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the strong relationship between the 

United States and India. Since our two coun-
tries established diplomatic relations in 1946 
through the 2005 launch of our strategic part-
nership, the United States and India have had 
a long and storied history. I thank Ambassador 
Shringla for his friendship and his deep com-
mitment to maintaining our strong US-India al-
liance. I wish him the best of luck in his future 
endeavors. 

I stand with India in their aspiration to pro-
vide equal economic, social, and political op-
portunities to all citizens. As part of this pur-
suit, two-thirds of the Indian Parliament voted 
last year to change the status of Jammu and 
Kashmir. This vote allowed the government of 
India to address the stagnant economy and 
high youth unemployment plaguing the region 
by providing economic opportunity and sound 
governance. The residents of Jammu and 
Kashmir have battled economic depression 
and forces of extremism and radicalization for 
too long. The regional stability now provided 
by government will give residents of Jammu 
and Kashmir a better way forward and hope 
for the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BLACK JANUARY 

HON. PAUL A. GOSAR 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, January 9, 2020 

Mr. GOSAR. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of the 30th anniversary of the 
events in Azerbaijan culminating in what is 
now known as Black January. In January 
1990, the former U.S.S.R. attempted to con-
tinue to suppress freedom and impose its po-
litical will on the people of Azerbaijan. At that 
time, however, the people of Azerbaijan de-
cided that they had enough of Soviet control 
and resisted. 

At night, the Red Army marched into Baku 
to stem the movements for equality and free-
dom. While the Azeris used peaceful protests 
and calls for freedom, the Soviets responded 
with guns and tanks. These actions resulted in 
147 civilian deaths, with hundreds more 
wounded and imprisoned. 

The Azeris had seen what happened to 
prior independence movements in the Soviet 
Union, yet they persevered on. This tragedy 
only emboldened them in their cause, carrying 
on the mission of their countrymen which cul-
minated in their August 1991 independence. 

Since this monumental declaration, Azer-
baijan has been a beacon of freedom in the 
region as well as a friend and ally of the 
United States. At this time, we memorialize 
those fallen and celebrate the continued 
strength of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly urge my col-
leagues to recognize Black January and join in 
the honoring of allies in Azerbaijan and their 
quest for liberation. 
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